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Primary Sources 

 
The Beatles. “Honey Pie.” White Album, Apple Records, 1968. 
 
This pop song from the 60’s by the Beatles draws directly from jazz music. It uses an AABA 
form, characteristic of jazz and swing bands from the 20’s and 30’s. This helps show the 
influence of the Savoy and the artists who performed there.  
 
Brown v. Board of Education. 347 U.S 483. Supreme Court of the United States. 1954. Supreme 

Court Collection. Legal Information Inst., Cornell U. Law School, n.d.  
 
This famous court case decided that separate was not equal and directly resulted in the 
desegregation of schools that would subsequently lead to the desegregation of all institutions. 
This case is a prime example of the influence of the integrated Savoy, it began opening people's 
minds to an integrated America. 

 
The Chicago Defender, December 1, 1917. General Research and Reference Division, 

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library  
 
This ad in a Chicago newspaper shows the incentives for blacks to move to the Northern 
industrial cities. It helps me understand the contributing factors that lead blacks to moving up 
north. 
 
Chick Webb and Benny Goodman. “Stompin’ at the Savoy.”  
 
This song is an example of the music played at the Savoy and shows how influential the Savoy 
was in the formation and evolution of jazz music as it is now considered a jazz standard. It helps 
me better understand the type of music played and popularized at the Savoy. 
 
The Cotton Club. c. 1930, photograph,  Frank Diggs Archive, New York City. 
 
This photo of the Cotton Club shows what other segregated dance clubs looked like at the same 
time of the Savoy. The Savoy was different for its strictly non-discriminatory policies. This 
image helps in comparing the Savoy to the Cotton Club.  



 
The Crisis, March 1920, photograph. General Research and Reference Division, Schomburg 
Center for  Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library. 

 
This image shows another reason why black southerners moved north. Following 

lynchings many blacks would leave their areas for the perceived safety of the north. This helps 
me understand the reasons why blacks moved north. 
 
 Delano, Jack. Heading North. 1940, photograph.  
 
This classic image of a black family heading north during the Great Migration demonstrates how 
little african americans typically had except for their hopes in a brighter future. 
 
Fauset, Jessie Redmond. There Is Confusion. Northeastern University Press, 2000. 
 
This book by Fauset is a story about blacks finding their identity in a white dominated New 
York. It helps me understand the need for spaces like the Savoy in New York where blacks were 
free to express themselves. 
 
Flag, announcing lynching, flown from the window of the NAACP headquarters on 69 Fifth Ave., 
New York City. 1936, photograph,  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division 
Washington, D.C. 
 
This photograph helps highlight the social climate during the Jazz era. Lynchings were still 
common place however organizations such as the NAACP were working to change that. It helps 
me understand the reasons why blacks moved north as well as the increased racial tensions in the 
North. 
 
Gammo, Rapho, Schoolboys in Harlem. 1930, photograph, Keystone, France. 
 
This image shows the impact the Harlem Renaissance and the black pride movement had on the 
everyday lives of African-americans. 
 
Hughes, Langston. N.D.  “Lenox Avenue: Midnight.” 
 
This poem by Langston Hughes is based on life on Lenox Ave where the Savoy Ballroom was 
located. It helps explain what life at the Savoy was like. It also helps me understand the 
community that the Savoy helped establish. 
 



Hughes, Langston. N.D. “Tired.” 
 
This poem reflects the general feelings of the african american community in the 1920’s.  
Isabel Washington. N.D. Photograph, Photographs and Prints Division, Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library. 
 
This image is of Isabel Washington, a black dancer at the whites only Cotton Club. It shows the 
black artists who made a living performing for white only audiences. This helps me highlight the 
differences between the Savoy and other segregated clubs at the time.  
 
Louis Armstrong’s Hot Five. N.D. Photograph.  
 
This image is of one of Louis Armstrong’s band, Armstrong’s Hot Five.  
 
Ma Rainey Georgia Jazz Band posing for a studio group shot, with Thomas A. Dorsey at the 

piano, c.1925. Photograph,  JP Jazz Archive. 
 

This image shows what a black jazz band looked like during the Roaring 20’s.  
 
Marcus Garvey chairing a session of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 1924,  

photograph, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
 
This is an image of Marcus Garvey, the leader or the United Negro Improvement Association 
 
The Night They Ended Prohibition, 1933. 1933, Photograph. 
 
This image gave me an idea of what the Prohibition really looked like, more specifically it gave 
me a sense of the joy the people had once it was over  
 
Plessy v. Ferguson. 163 U.S 537. Supreme Court of the United States. 1896. Supreme Court  

 Collection. Legal Information Inst., Cornell U. Law School, n.d. 
 
This court case allowed for segregation of blacks and whites. The notion of separate but equal 
would continue to affect all aspects of American life, integrated spaces like the Savoy were few 
and far between even in the north.  
 
Portrait of Langston Hughes. N.D. Photograph, Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 
Division Washington, D.C. 
 



This is a photo of Langston Hughes, a poet who was one of the key contributors to the black 
pride movement and black literary history. Influential black community leaders would attend the 
Savoy, Hughes wrote a poem about Lenox Ave. where the Savoy was located. 
 
Potter, H. C., director. Hellzapoppin'. Universal Pictures, 1941. 
 
This film includes a segment of Lindy Hoppers, a dance style created and popularized at the 
Savoy Ballroom. It helps show the influence of The Savoy as a dance style known as the Savoy’s 
was celebrated and highlighted in this major film. 
 
“Savoy Ballroom Benny Goodman vs Chick Webb.” Savoy Ballroom Benny Goodman vs Chick 

Webb, 30 Jan. 2014, Savoy Ballroom Benny Goodman vs Chick Webb.  
 

This interview of Norma Miller and Frankie Manning describes the atmosphere at the Savoy 
during its most famous battle of the bands, Benny Goodman vs Chick Webb. This interview 
helps me understand what the atmosphere at the Savoy was like as well as just how influential it 
really was.  
 
Signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 1964, photograph. 
 
This image shows me the impact of the Savoy. It helped open whites minds to the possibility of 
integration.  
 
U.S Constitution, Art./Amend. XVIII, Sec. 1. 
 
The 18th amendment banned the production and sale of alcohol greatly shaping the 1920’s. 
Speakeasies, places that illegally sold alcohol popped up across New York and throughout 
America.   
 
 
Van der Zee, James. Couple with a cadillac, Harlem. 1932.  
 
Photos like this one shows what black middle class life looked like in the Harlem Renaissance. 
 
Van Vechten, Carl. Bessie Smith. N.D, photograph, Library of Congress, Washington D.C. 
  
This is an image of Bessie Smith, one of the highest paid African-american entertainers of the 
1920’s.  
 



Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers. N.D. photograph.  
 

This image of Lindy Hoppers at the Savoy shows the influence the club had.  
 

Secondary Sources 
 

“About the Savoy Ballroom.” The Savoy Ballroom , www.savoyplaque.org/about_savoy.htm. 
 
This website gives a general picture of what the Savoy was like. This helps give me a base to 
continue my research as well as understand why the Savoy was different from other clubs  
 
“Art, Culture, Music, Film, Television.” The Savoy Ballroom, The Ohio State University, 

aaep1600.osu.edu/book/01_SavoyBallroom.php. 
 
This article offers a summary of what the Savoy Ballroom had to offer. It helps me have a strong 
foundation to build my research off of.  
 
Burns, Ken. Jazz. Jazz a Film by Ken Burns , PBS, 2001, www.pbs.org/kenburns/jazz/home/. 
 
This biography shows the evolution of Jazz throughout the United States. It helps show the 
Savoy Ballroom’s place in the greater picture of the Jazz Era. 
 
The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. “Universal Negro Improvement Association.” 

 Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 11 Aug. 2016, 
 www.britannica.com/topic/Universal-Negro-Improvement-Association. 

 
This article better helps me understand one of the most influential black nationalists in history as 
well as the influence he had in Harlem.  
 
Headlee, Celeste, and Sean Powers. “The Legacy Of The Great Migration.” Georgia Public 

 Broadcasting, Georgia Public Broadcasting, gpbnews.org/post/legacy-great-migration. 
 

 
History.com Staff. “Harlem Renaissance.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2009, 

  www.history.com/topics/black-history/harlem-renaissance. 
 
This website helps me understand the background and context in which the Savoy formed. The 
Harlem Renaissance was a result of many events and the Savoy Ballroom was a result of this 
time period. This website gave me a starting point of many topics to further research. 



 
History.com Staff. “Great Migration.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2010, 

 www.history.com/topics/black-history/great-migration. 
 
This website article explains the reasons why the Great Migration occured and its effects. The 
Great Migration directly contributed to the Harlem Renaissance and a need for spaces such as the 
Savoy. 
 
“Langston Hughes.” Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 18 Jan. 2018,  

www.biography.com/people/langston-hughes-9346313. 
 
This website gives an overview of the life and works of Langston Hughes and his connection to 
the Savoy Ballroom. 
 
Mikkelsen , Edward. “369th Infantry Regiment ‘Harlem Hellfighters.’” Black Past,   

www.blackpast.org/aah/369th-infantry-regiment-harlem-hellfighters. 
 
This website gave me a general history of the 369th Infantry regiment. The “Harlem 
Hellfighters” brought pride to the black community but their treatment after returning from the 
war emphasized how much farther American society needed to progress.  
 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. “NAACP: A Century in the Fight 

for Freedom The New Negro Movement.” NAACP: A Century in the Fight for Freedom | 
 Exhibitions - Library of Congress, Library of Congress, 21 Feb. 2009,  
www.loc.gov/exhibits/naacp/the-new-negro-movement.html. 
 

“Prohibition.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/prohibition. 
 

This helped me better understand the Prohibition. It gave me a full picture of what the 
Prohibition was and why it happened. 

 
Winter, Elizabeth. “Cotton Club of Harlem.” Black Past, 

www.blackpast.org/aah/cotton-club-harlem-1923 
 

This site gave me background and specifics about the Cotton Club. The Cotton Club was a 
segregated club near the Savoy at the same time. It helps me better understand the context in 
which the Savoy was created  
 



Sherman, Elisabeth. “The Harlem Renaissance: 41 Images Of When New York Was The Capital  
Of Black America.” All That's Interesting, 18 Jan. 2018, 
 allthatsinteresting.com/harlem-renaissance-photographs#16. 

 
This collection of photographs gave  me an idea of what the Harlem Renaissance really looked 
like. It gave me access to numerous primary documents.  
 
Smith, Shona.“Lindy Hop History.” The Lindy Circle, www.lindycircle.com/history/lindy_hop. 
 


